Temporary Guardianship of Minor Child

The undersigned, [Parent or Guardian]
, [Parent or Guardian's Address]
, being the [Parent or Legal Guardian]
, of [Child's/Children's Name(s)]
, do hereby appoint [Caretaker's Name]
 (the "Caretaker") as the temporary legal guardian of my [Child/Children]
 named above, as set forth below:


The term of the temporary guardianship shall be [Term of Guardianship]
.  However, this temporary guardianship may be earlier terminated at any time upon notice or upon the undersigned once again assuming custody. 


The Caretaker shall have the following powers:



The power to determine the necessity, type and kind of medical treatment, 
provided that if there is no medical emergency, the guardian will first use reasonable efforts to contact [Parent or Guardian]
 before administering or authorizing any treatment.



The power to determine and obtain reasonable and necessary clothing, food and 
shelter.  



[Other Powers]



[Expenses]


The Caretaker is advised of the following special circumstances and/or limitations regarding the powers granted in this instrument:  [Limitations]


This Temporary Guardianship for Minor Child is signed on [Date]
 at [Location]
.





______________________________





[Parent or Guardian]
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These fields allow you to enter or change information on the Parent or Guardian.  





IMPORTANT TIP


Use the Parent or Guardian's formal legal name, avoiding nicknames.
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These fields allow you to enter or change information on the Parent or Guardian.  





IMPORTANT TIP


Use the Parent or Guardian's formal legal name, avoiding nicknames.
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Identify whether the signer is a parent or legal guardian.  








WHY


All parents are "legal guardians", so inserting that title should always be acceptable.  However, if the form will be signed by a parent, it is usually better to identify the signer as such.  As a general rule, a doctor or lawyer is less likely to question whether the grant of authority is valid if the form is signed by a parent as compared to a legal guardian.








HOW


Type in “parent” or “legal guardian.”
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Enter the name of the child or names of the children that are covered by the guardianship consent.  Be sure to include the full name, as well as any nicknames or other names that the child may use or be known by.








SAMPLE TEXT


"Emily ("Emmie") S. Lee"





"Thomas Theodore ("Ted") Jones"





"Alvin Robert Sanders, a/k/a Alvin Robert Mitchell"
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The Caretaker is the adult who will care for the child(ren) in the Parent or Guardian's absence.








WHAT


Enter the full name of the temporary Caretaker.  Use the full legal name of the Caretaker, not a nickname.  








TIP


You may want to refer to the name used on the Caretaker’s driver’s license, as the Caretaker may have to produce this as identification.
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Enter the proper pronoun, "child" or "children", depending on whether the consent relates to one or more children.
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Enter here the term that the temporary guardianship will run.








WHY


Identifying the term helps to insure that there is no confusion over the length of time that the guardian’s authority extends.  It also confirms that the arrangement is temporary only.  This may be important if someone is concerned that the parent or legal guardian intended a long term or even permanent guardianship.








HOW


The term will in most cases be defined by entering basic start and end dates.  For example, you might enter "October 15, 1995 to November 2, 1995".  In special cases, it may be necessary to define the term by reference to certain events, such as the parent’s return from a trip with an unknown return date, such as "for the duration of my military tour of duty to Haiti, commencing approximately November 1, 1994".  Just make sure that the exact dates, although unknown, can be easily determined based upon the way you define them.
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These fields allow you to enter or change information on the Parent or Guardian.  





IMPORTANT TIP


Use the Parent or Guardian's formal legal name, avoiding nicknames.
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Identify any other special or unusual authority the guardian should have that is not covered by the language supplied by %AppName%. 








WHY


There may be some unique authority that should be clearly granted to address some unusual or special situation.  For example, you may be aware that your child’s school plans a field trip requiring parent’s permission, but you have not yet received the school’s consent form.  It may be necessary for the guardian to grant permission for your child to receive some particular medical treatment, or to participate in some special activity.  If you are aware that these situations are likely to arise, you can address them here so that there is no question about the guardian’s authority to handle these matters.








HOW


Type in any provision regarding special or additional authority that will be granted.   If there will be no special or additional authority to spell out, simply click "Cancel" to return to the document.


 





SAMPLE TEXT


"The power to grant permission for my child to participate in any school sponsored field trip or other activity outside the school."





"The power to consent to my child’s participation in special math aptitude testing conducted by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology."





"The power to consent to special medical testing to determine if my child may go scuba diving."
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Specify whether the guardian will be reimbursed for his or her out of pocket expenses incurred in caring for the child.








WHY


Most often, the temporary child custodian is a family member or friend that is not concerned about small expenses for things like the child’s meals.  However, the guardian may be concerned about his or her expenses due to a lengthy guardianship or special circumstances that require some extra expenditures.  To satisfy those situations, you may specify that you will reimburse the guardian for reasonable expenses.  This may also be helpful if the guardian is dealing with third parties who may be concerned that they cannot collect from the parent for charges for goods or services provided for the child’s benefit.








HOW


If you want to acknowledge your responsibility for reimbursing the guardian, type the following:  “The guardian will be reimbursed for the guardian's reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred in exercising the powers granted in the Guardianship Consent form.”





If you do not want to agree to reimburse the guardian, type the following text:  “The guardian will not be reimbursed for the guardian’s reasonable out of pocket expenses incurred in exercising the powers granted in this Guardianship Consent form.”





You may prefer that there be no reference in the form to reimbursement of expenses.  If you do not want to say anything about expenses, leave this blank.  In that case, the law would likely provide that the parent is responsible for reasonable, necessary expenses incurred by the guardian.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��WHAT


Enter here any special limitations or instructions which the guardian or others that might see the form should know about.








WHY


Often a child will have special needs, or a parent will have particular instructions, that should be included with the guardianship consent.  Putting those in the consent form can help create a legal obligation upon the guardian to comply.  More importantly, it serves as a reminder to the guardian about the child's special needs or problems.





The information included here could cover almost any situation, such as health issues, discipline, nutrition or religious matters.  Just make sure that the information is clear and does not leave any problems of interpretation.  It is also a good idea to point the special language out to the guardian to reinforce the importance of the message.








HOW


Enter any special limitation to be placed on the Caretaker's authority.  If there is none, leave this blank.








SAMPLE TEXT


"Timothy is allergic to chocolate and would suffer a severe reaction if he eats any chocolate or candy with chocolate."





"Susan is diabetic and must eat something at least once every four hours.  She must be taken to Dr. Price's office, 1225 Main Street on October 24 so that her blood sugar level can be tested."





"For religious reasons, John must fast between 7:00 PM Saturday and 9:00 AM Sunday each week."
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Enter here the date that the parent or legal guardian signs the form.  This date will usually be on or shortly before the date the temporary guardianship begins.








HOW


If you know the date that the form is to be signed, you may enter it by typing here. If you do not know the exact date, leave this area blank and have the signer insert it by hand when the form is signed.








SAMPLE TEXT


"August 23, 1995"


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��WHAT 


Enter the city and state where the document will be signed.  For example:  "Columbus, Ohio".
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These fields allow you to enter or change information on the Parent or Guardian.  





IMPORTANT TIP


Use the Parent or Guardian's formal legal name, avoiding nicknames.





